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A Study of “An Elementary Grammar of the Japanese Language”

- With a focus on writing in the roman alphabet -
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I. THE ALPHABET,
oR
Tk Iroua.

T letters used in Japanese are forty-seven. They have
two different forms, one of which is called Kafakana, and
the other Mirakana. We give the Kalatana, as under :—

Ao =%~ FY) A0 F Yy
AIFVIYFFT LY HF
T2 ¥ 5 7 2ITXTSY VXL
JEyz e A
These letters are called in Japanese : —
¢ oro ha ni ho he fo ti orvi nw re oo wa ke yo fu

re so lu ne ne ra we w ot w0 0 ke ya wma ke fn

ko we te « sa kioyu e wi sioye ki owo se zu.

The whole system of the letters 15 called Iroha, from

A I\, the names of these fist three letters.
B

[ 1] Baba-Tatui: An Elementary grammar of the Japanese Laguage (1873) @4 uniFX ([JEH =g 4%
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W2, B (aiueo) ICHEDSEATEX ([K2] Z2/RLTWA,

9 Vowels.

2. Tue VowsLs.

Of the above forty-seven, five (¥ 4 ¥ I F)

are vowels; the sounds of these five letters are as

follows : —
a Y has the sound of a in master, or mama.
i1, ,»  iininland.
u ? i ’ # in queen.
e X " . ¢ in echo.
0 ? » - o in month.

The rest of the letters are arranged according to these

five vowels, as follows :—

a Y |i 4 E u v je 3. o P
ka Ak ¥ ka 2 i ke 5 ko 2
sa W lsi 3| su 7\1se ¥ . Vi
e F i F oY e 5ot}
na 7} ui:".“]ujl‘ne%’—!no/
ha » ' hi t (fu 7 l he o~ i ho 3%k
ma T | mi = mu J\ me j" mo
o % |y A [y z|ve |0 3
ra ‘3 1 \) ' ru L : re L/ ro W
wa 7 | wi ﬂil: wu 17 | we T owo F
18

[ 2] Baba-Tatui: An Elementary grammar of the Japanese Laguage (1873) O ([Bi5REAE 41 %]
pl8 £ 0)

T2, BEIZOWTUToiR®REZ LTWwa,

X and T, 1 and #, 4 and F, are distinguished by ancient usage, but at the present time the distinction

is no longer observed.
In most parts of Japan, F di and ¥ zi, ¥ du and X zu, are distinguished from one another in their

pronunciation, although they are pronounced alike in some parts of the country. (p.19)
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AR U
T oa | Jm!'lr sa | 2 tal + na J\.’miama'-\v ya | 5 ra | 9 wa |
4w ki b | M| omi e b Ami|4 P9 R §
v ou | 2 ku -—z— su 4 I.i-i.t.- —;---;:"‘--—};—'::_“‘""'—A :ul =2y l-——:n—‘ v u
= ;Fj b ke | & se | ¥ 7:7 g-]';ijr_ 7: :e_ *wi:jl ::A ye ' ‘:-"-1—;_--:——
_.3, o 3 ko |2 s0 i to| ) mo ;—*—?0—‘—:‘:*7‘;;*3 ;" _:;w::_i_y__o_

[X3] ~AR> THIsEREER] 45 3 (1886) »F X (Gask [f#EH 7+ A ] Introduction &£ V)

- T HAS

a ka | sa | ta | na | ha |ma| yva | ra | wa

ki sl ti ni hi | mi ri

ka | su | tu | nu | hu | mu| yu | ru

ke | se te | ne | he | me re

o | (2 |~

ko | so | to | no | ho | mo | yo | ro | wo

(4] THAFEERRFRMM (1988) DX 1FFK - HARK - AR KO0 ) i RFEx LITEHERL

(3] Ror [M3] oFE+EHFHEBESOLTERE LET 2 &, B fu DIHZonT TEARK] 28%H
LTV ZERbhdb, TORIZOVWTIE, SNETORITMETIWASPIZSINTELIETH S,
ME— HH (1931) (&8O THASTIRE] IZfbTnb o —<FR Y IZOWTUTOHERKE LTk,

BIGK, WKL OKRTEHH O, KEEE I Th DI, A XY ARMDOEEL L VIEFEL T, 7%
hus 3 fubk L Thb, T i, B, shashushochachuchojajujo. & A O, KVEHH Tl
sia,siusioitio;ziu,zio 7 EAMELNTH S, (pl36)

72720 B [ 7] B2 ful LAZBEICOWTIERERDZ <. HAL (1931) iAo @E) 1 F1) 2 @0
WETHDLONPIIENTIE R,

B OH L2HEIT OV TIL, THARSUHH] TSN TV 2#EO—HEZMHE0T %,
Y

Sha (A | Jokisha

Sya (HARK) e L

Voo
Sha (~Kr3X) | Teishu
Sya (H#A) L

v 3

Sha (~F v 3t) shosel shomotu ikimasho itashimasho motteimasho mairimasho
dekimasho uketorimasho mimasho kimasho tokemasho

Sya (HAI) L
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3. BYoo—<F#HE0IizonT

BIEI Tl THASCE ] 1ICB LT [EX=HAR, [AX=~"KR ] 2MHINTWDL I EEZRL T,
AE T THASMAAA] AXB X OHEMEOIOHAELOT —< TR0 . FICHER L B 5 HiTizown
THREE L 72\

31Tv] & 7]
(AR & THAR] 20 02EELEO—2THL [V] & [F] 1d, BHGOHKRFELOH TN
TWaZ Ebhrol

[T %ARCHHOT £
shi (AR =) | moshi nashi kushi

. . Sosirimasita Ikimasita hanasimasu simasumai Sosirimasita Sukimasita Orimasita Hanasi
si (H A ; . enastllast
kosirayemasita mottteimasita sibai

[F ] AR O T

Sha (7R > 3\) | chichi uchini Nichi ya dai-ichini konnichi miyo-michi

Sya (HA) utimasu tukaku tukaku tomodati Mainiti uti Niti-niti Nitiyoniti Mainiti

WH (2016) & [~NK X RID[HAT I 1T I DOFF DA — D HAE TG R 728 2 TRROMIZBR T b,

ARV URIOFEMHEDOWZEIZB T, [V [F1 TV ] OFEOFRIEICER L2 DIFIZE A EALN W,

ANRYABRY FOFRNZ L > TV TFI Y] OFFEORBFENIEFHR SN CNEDOFEDOEFEDOHT [ ]
e [vxfral [F71 2 TFx4rE]) LTI ZRADPHN L. (ZFESFHVE p4l)
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CZCHELZOIZ.INPHENBOGEHETH L L) T ETHb, ~NKRrO [FIBEERER] 12 [#)F]
EWVI)BESITHFEL vy MIHEDFRIZ [sha]l [shi] [shu] [sho]. [cha] [chi] [chu] [cho] % <Ti% 5 H
RFEOHFFIIRONL OO, TNOZMEOEH L LTI ATYTA v 7RI LI L3R, [ =0
Tl TF=Fx171 ¥ - F - v=8F] Lo/t A T, ERMEEFTHEH SN TEZENRMEIC.
NKRVARBRY) HEBA L ETHONLH - LB#ETH L. (p42)

WIZEoT IAKRIRK] @ [H47] [7247] OB ICER SN2 2, BHOFEL L) T/ oV Tw

DL LNV BIGIEEE 2. 2 CHRALZZ [l [vallyal DA TFr][FalizonTd [~
RUR] OAEFEHL T 5,
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F v
Sha (NA ) | cha
Sya (HAX) L
J a
Sha (KR>3 | Hochoé koncho chonin
Sya (HAR) L

HAL (1930) 2SR TW B ERICBE A F) ZAAOEEE 2T Twiz] & L7726 AR o THIFEFERER]
ZRT, AR (1897) A (1897) MERDZ L &BIIEZDE [AKRA] & THARKX] 2EHWIZMHEW5
JCEERLZO2S Lk v, L, RLUCZOHRIER L, TNETOERITHZETOHLMCEN T
TV, —DOFRAELL, [ANRVYR] BAFATFIRTHBIEHVSNTEY ., BEolHICEb 5
IO TV RV E WS T ETH S,

iR
=}

3. 28 % [HANX] THEZLORE

INETORITMIETH., BHOBFIIOWTOHMPESHOHARERABF LRI L 3nEErLoTnwb L
BEEICHR OGN TE, AEITIZ. 2035 EEDTMREICER L2V,

Bk, HRFEOTRTOHFAIE3 2D/ V= TIZHHETE, ZhEho 7 )V — 7 THAIN :FERE L E

HEFH L, [K4] I2E—FEIN—TDIRRT,

Conjugation of Regular Verbs.
First conjugation ending in U—TIkxu, To go.

Watalkushi waik-imasu, I go.

Anata wa ik-imasu, you go.

Are wa tk-imasu, he or she
goes.

Watakusi wa ik-imasita, 1
went or have gone.

Anata wa ik-imasita, you
went or have gone.

Are wa ik-imasita, he went,
or has gone.

Watakusi wa (z\lf:r,_mfvm;a I
shall go.

Anata wa ik-imasho,
will go.

you

Aie wae th-tinasho, he or she
will go.

Indicative Mood.

Present Tense.

Watakusi domo wa tk-imasu,
we go.

Anatagate
you go.

Arera wa ik-imasu, they go.

wa  ik-imasu,

Past Tense.

Watakusi domo wa tk-ima-
stta, we went.

Anatagata wa
you went.

Arera wa ik-imasita, they
went.

ik-imasita,

Future Tense.

Watakusi domo wa ik-ima-
sho, we shall go.

Anatagata wa ik-imasho, you
will go.

Arera wa ik-imasho, they
will go.

[ 4] Baba-Tatui: An Elementary grammar of the Japanese Laguage (1873) O& X ([EHEEAE 65 1 4]
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Ziku EET LT [ik-] 2L LTEILL T ZEZFHPIL T2, B, BFOFE#RIZOVWT—F
LT THAR] Z2BHALTWADI2IE, XEHMNTL2E25 ETROENDH o720 b Lk,

AIZFENT VA, FlzE, WL [M3] LFEUE—-MEI7V—T0 2] Lwv ) BiFEokELlx
S 256, THARK] RT3 2REROLELZ RS I LA TEEREPRIALZEI LIZ v,

AR SEESN
utu utu
uchi-masu uti-masu
uchi-masita uti-masita
uchi-masho uti-masho
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FRRoZ EiE, obiluo—vFmPFNEBEL T CGEFEOFR T, B (1930) bELCEFEREZ LWL I L
bR TRl L TB <. (Ie—~FETqH] plle # Bz L)

4. BbhiZ
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TIEMREBRELTHEHALTWALZ PN E R 572,

Bl a [HAN] CHERT L COEREZR-FEF HEHAZHHTEL 2 LIZK DOV TOERTIE 225
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B O HARFELEE R D 5 VITHARBERERIH 1A 5T 520 TELEER D, T2 20—F
Ty SR 7AW 2 SR E Ao 228 T& . Bl2IE, 28T, B =] & T=] i3FoXl
W EFEIR LT 5 LR R72%, K OB MEOI TOMHIIMF 725 D TH > 72,

e L
miyemasu kangayeru wuyeni mayeni mayewo iye koyete ye Yedo
kosirayemasita hirumaye Iye

ye

HEOEETII [ ZNH725 e DFERABRON G20 7-OPPAS DI TE LD o720 BEEXPIA T 2o
72EEE A MODPOEERLEXNDNH 72O TIE W EEZ DL, TOM, H/ZIZRADITEZ N TEAH
FREEMIZ. RFRANOFREE L7,
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